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Dorcas and her four children live in the highlands of 
Bomet County, Kenya. Their small village is so remote that 
there are few ways to earn a living. Instead, people forage 
for food or grow what they can.

Dorcas’ first child, a son named Brain (12), has cerebral 
palsy and cannot walk. When his sister Faith (10) was also 
found to have cerebral palsy, their father, John, began to 
wonder if his family was cursed—a long-held superstition 
about disability in Kenya. Then, when the third and fourth 
children, Blessing (5) and Jayden (2), were also diagnosed 
with cerebral palsy, John abandoned the family, leaving 
Dorcas to care for them on her own. 

One day, Dorcas left the children alone at home while 
she went to find something for them to eat when Faith 
fell into a fire pit and burned her right hand. Stricken with 
guilt over the accident, Dorcas, too, succumbed to the 
belief that her family was indeed cursed. 

While recent research may indicate a genetic connection 
to cerebral palsy in some cases,1 malnutrition and other 
environmental conditions are often factors in developing 
countries like Kenya.2 

In any case, it was not a curse, and Dorcas would soon 
learn this through the gift of a wheelchair.

DONATE NOW

Provide the life-transforming gift of 
mobility and give someone renewed 
hope, freedom, and independence.

FreeWheelchairMission.org/donate

1https://hms.harvard.edu/news/rethinking-cerebral-palsy-origins. 2https://doi.org/10.1016/j.spen.2014.01.003.



DISABILITY IN KENYA
Kenya is home to almost 56 million people,3  
nearly one million of whom live with a disability.4  
More than 385,000 of these cases involve 
mobility disabilities.5 

Studies show a strong correlation between 
disability and poverty in Kenya. According to 
a 2020 Comprehensive Poverty Report by the 
Kenya National Bureau of Statistics, children with 
disabilities are 9% more likely to have limited 
access to financial resources, education, and 
basic services. For young adults with disabilities, 
who are old enough to work but often encounter 
barriers to the workforce, that rate jumps to 
15%. Much of this can be attributed to traditional 
attitudes towards disability, which sees disability 
as a curse that can be spread to others by mere 
association. Consequently, those living with 
disabilities are often shunned. 

“In societies such as in Kenya,” notes James 
Amanze, a theology professor at the University of 
Botswana, “people go so far as to treat persons 
with disabilities as things and not human beings.”6 
Not even local churches are immune to this 
negative attitude towards disability, according to 
Amanze. Disability is viewed by many as a divine 
punishment for sin, and persons with disabilities 
are often dehumanized as “sick people” who 
need spiritual and physical deliverance. Instead, 
those living with disabilities should “experience 

the dignity that God bestowed upon them from 
the time of creation,” argues Amanze. “They 
do not need pity or mercy, but compassionate 
understanding and opportunities to develop their 
vocations, possibilities, and abilities.”7

This is where our work comes in.

A new wheelchair provides more than just 
mobility: a new wheelchair empowers its 
recipient to live up to their potential, opening 
new opportunities for them to go to school, 
earn a living, or connect with members of the 
community. Mobility can transform a life.

Since 2003, Free Wheelchair Mission has 
provided 18,401 new wheelchairs for the people 
of Kenya through our network of local distribution 
partners, including BethanyKids, Tenwek Hospital, 
and Walkabout Foundation. “These wheelchairs 
provide mobility and ensure better health and 
quality of life, which has led to greater inclusion 
of people with disability in community activities,” 
said David Muhoro of Walkabout Foundation 
Kenya, which also distributes wheelchairs to 
refugees camped in neighboring Uganda.

“The impact has been big and visible,” reported 
Joab Matumbai of BethanyKids. “People with the 
cultural belief that persons with disabilities are 
not useful can now see children going to school 
and adults engaging in small business to make 
them financially independent. This has changed 
the mentality of the community that people with 
disability are all beggars.” 

Joab also addressed the spiritual aspects of 
our work in Kenya. “Some of our communities 
have the traditional view of disability as a curse. 
In outreaches, we have sessions to educate our 
people about disabilities as well as the Christian 
perspective, and in situations where we can’t share 
about faith, we let the work of our hands speak.” 

“This wheelchair program has positively impacted 
our community,” said Solomon Rop of Tenwek 
Hospital, which is located 100 miles from Dorcas’ 
village in Bomet County. When Solomon heard 
Dorcas’ story and learned about her children’s 
need for mobility, he arranged to have new 
wheelchairs delivered to their home.

NEEDING SAFETY

Brain and Faith (below) would often be left  
on the ground to prevent them from falling.

3CIA World Factbook. 42019 Census. 5State of Kenya Population Report 2020.  
6DOI:10.1111/irom.12267, 127. 7Idem, 135.



Kenya

HEALING HOLISTICALLY

The gift of new wheelchairs not only empowered Faith 
(left) and Brain (right) with mobility, but also brought 
their fractured family together.

LIFTING THE CURSE, TOGETHER
After Faith burned her hand, Dorcas was afraid to 
leave the kids inside the house by themselves, so 
she would carry them outside and leave them on 
the ground while she foraged for food or went to 
fetch water from a well. 

Although the children’s father, John, was not 
around to help, when he heard that Tenwek 
Hospital was coming to deliver wheelchairs for 
Brain and Faith, he came to visit them.

Solomon and his team arrived at their village 
after the arduous drive across the hills of Bomet 
County. They unloaded two new wheelchairs 
from their truck and made adjustments, fitting 
each one to Brain and Faith. 

Then, when they lifted her son and daughter into 
their new wheelchairs for the first time, Dorcas 
shed tears of joy.

No longer were her two oldest children left 
waiting on the ground, where they were 
vulnerable to venomous creatures and other 
hazards. No longer were Faith or Brain at risk of 
falling into the fire while she was away. No longer 
would Dorcas have to carry her growing children 
in her arms to get from place to place. 

Now, Brain and Faith could sit safely in their 
wheelchairs and be pushed to school, to church, 
or to wherever they wanted to go. 

Dorcas was so moved, she pledged to take good 
care of the children—as did John. 

This home delivery of wheelchairs was bringing 
the family together.

After training the family on wheelchair use and 
maintenance, Solomon and his team assured 
them that they were not cursed, but rather, that 
they are loved by God, who knows them and will 
provide for them. “They were so grateful to Free 
Wheelchair Mission,” recounted Solomon. “They 
are praying for your organization.” 

Only Brain and Faith received wheelchairs that 
day, but their two youngest siblings will also need 
new wheelchairs once they are old enough to use 
them. “We promised them that Free Wheelchair 
Mission and Tenwek Hospital will be there for 
them,” added Solomon.

Yes, Free Wheelchair Mission will be there for this 
family, but we cannot do this without you. 

Your generosity is helping families like Dorcas’ 
know that they are loved, not cursed. Would you 
consider giving the gift of mobility today?

Blessings, 

Don Schoendorfer, Ph.D.

Founder and President 
Free Wheelchair Mission



FreeWheelchairMission.org
Transforming lives through the gift of mobility

Give Today to Transform Lives 

FreeWheelchairMission.org/donate

Go online 24 hours a day for easy 
one-time or monthly giving.

Please send checks to:

Free Wheelchair Mission
15279 Alton Parkway 

Suite 300
Irvine, California 92618

800.733.0858

Call Monday to Friday
9:00AM to 5:00PM PT
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This May, get moving for a great cause—anytime, 
anywhere—with the Move for Mobility!

Run, walk, hike, roll, swim, jump, bike, or do any activity 
you choose, anywhere, for any distance, while raising 
funds to provide wheelchairs for people with disabilities in 
developing countries.

The Move for Mobility is fully customizable. You can 
run on a treadmill or at an official 5K, half-marathon, or 
full marathon. You can hike a trail or walk around your 
neighborhood. You can cycle outdoors or do your miles  
on a stationary bike. It’s all up to you! Complete your 
distance all at once or over a period of a few weeks.

Invite your friends, family, coworkers, church, sports  
teams, training partners, or other groups to form a team 
and Move for Mobility together! Visit MoveForMobility.org  
for more information or to register for free!

MoveForMobility.org


