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On the Pacific Ocean’s western edge, along the Ring of 
Fire, thousands of mountains erupt from the sea to form 
the Philippine Islands.

Roughly 2,000 of the archipelago’s 7,641 islands are 
inhabited. Its nearly 110 million people are heavily 
concentrated on lands suitable for farming, which 
comprise less than half of its total area. Most of the terrain 
is mountainous, girded by narrow coastal lowlands. 

The quality of life in the Philippines varies as sharply as 
the country’s topography. More than one out of four 
residents lives below the poverty line.1 Among the major 
causes of poverty in the Philippines are employment 
issues, high population growth rates, and disability.2  
Approximately one out of every 70 individuals in the 
Philippines lives with a disability, with the largest age 
group being children ages 10 to 14.3  

Getting wheelchairs to those who need them here is  
no simple task. However, thanks to our network  
of local distribution and sub-distribution partners,  
Free Wheelchair Mission is able to provide mobility,  
even in remote regions of the Philippines.

DONATE NOW

Provide the life-transforming gift of mobility 
and give someone renewed hope, freedom, 
and independence.

FreeWheelchairMission.org/donate



EXPANDING OUR REACH
Free Wheelchair Mission began shipping 
wheelchairs to the Philippines in 2004. Since 
then, 40,650 wheelchairs have been distributed 
throughout the country by our local partners.

In 2020, we reached a new agreement to 
distribute wheelchairs with Children International, 
a nonprofit with a network of local partners 
across the Philippines. This new partnership 
was poised to help further expand our reach 
throughout the island nation. 

Then, the COVID pandemic lockdowns struck 
just days after the agreement was signed in 
March, disrupting our original plans. Strict health 
protocols, established worldwide to help curb 
the virus’ spread, forced our partners and us to 
put wheelchair distribution events on hold while 
adapting to the rapidly evolving situation. 

After adopting new precautionary measures, 
our factory resumed production and shipped 
a container of wheelchairs to the Philippines 
in June. However, before they could begin 
distributing wheelchairs, Children International 
and its sub-distribution partners would first 
require training by the Free Wheelchair Mission 
programs team. The training covers topics 
such as the assessment of potential wheelchair 
recipients, measurements and recommendations, 

wheelchair assembly and adjustments, 
wheelchair user training, and COVID-related 
health and safety protocols, all to help ensure the 
safety of every wheelchair recipient.

Training was offered remotely and completed 
successfully in August 2020, but wheelchair 
distribution was further delayed when four 
typhoons struck the country between September 
and November, causing massive flooding and 
ravaging several provinces. Due to its location 
along the Ring of Fire, the Philippines are prone 
to natural disasters such as cyclonic storms, 
earthquakes, and volcanic activity. Those 
living with disabilities can be among the most 
vulnerable when these disasters strike.

In the midst of it all, our network in the 
Philippines was able to coordinate the delivery 
of our wheelchairs from Children International’s 
warehouse to its 17 sub-distribution partners 
in different regions. Wheelchair distribution 
strategies had to adapt to every city and province 
because of their unique COVID protocols.

Thanks to the hard work of everyone involved, 
new wheelchairs have been distributed to 
individuals living with disabilities in the Philippines 
over the past few months, providing mobility 
at a time when they need it most. “It is indeed 
an opportunity to be part of this wheelchair 
distribution in this time of the pandemic, when 
hardship and fears have brought us down in 
so many ways,” said Gabriel Zapico, an area 
coordinator for Children International. “It makes 
me think just how much more it affects our 
brothers and sisters in need.”

“The pandemic and typhoons did not hinder us 
from reaching out to our communities,” stated 
Jocelyn Pinca, the community relations manager 
at one local sub-distribution partner. “Because of 
the wheelchairs, beneficiaries can move about on 
their own, go outside their homes, and see the 
beauty of God’s creation. We’ve helped our fellow 
human beings with disabilities to become mobile, 
remain healthy, and participate in community life.”

One of these wheelchair recipients is Dwayne, 
an eight-year-old girl who was born with a 
disability. Her parents couldn’t afford to buy her a 
wheelchair, so they would get strollers and push 

“A GREAT HELP TO HER”

Before getting a wheelchair, Dwayne (8) 
would sit in strollers that would often break 
under her weight.



her from place to place in them. The strollers 
would break and need replacing every year 
because they were too small for the growing child. 

Dwayne recently received her very first 
wheelchair, a Free Wheelchair Mission GEN_2 
model. “This wheelchair will be a great help to 
her as she grows,” enthused her mother, Robilot. 
“We will no longer worry about how she can 
go to other places. We can now leave her with 
her friends while she sits in the wheelchair. This 
wheelchair will be her partner in life. You are not 
only helping Dwayne in her situation, but also me 
as her mother. There really is hope for Dwayne—
and for us!”

Our Philippine network also provided transport 
wheelchairs to local hospitals, at a time when 
hospitalizations are on the rise due to the 
pandemic and natural disasters. “Because of 
these additional wheelchairs you donated to  
our hospital, our staff will be better able to 
assist the needs of our patients on time,” said 
Dr. Ignacia Flores, chief of the Luisiana District 
Hospital. “Patients no longer need to wait for a 
long time just to be admitted and transferred, 
and our process will be easier now. We can now  
easily transfer patients across a bridge to our 
other building.”

“We have a lot of patients that we are serving, 
and these wheelchairs are badly needed for us 
to assist them,” added Dr. Judy Rondilla of the 
Laguna Medical Center. “We are hoping that this 
would not be the last time you can lend your 
hands to us with [donated wheelchairs].”

BLESSINGS THAT MULTIPLY
The gift of mobility blesses more than just those 
who receive wheelchairs. “Being a volunteer 

distributing wheelchairs has changed how I deal 
with people with disabilities,” said Jo Matias,  
a councilman who has been volunteering with 
Children International for the past three years. 
“These people have been through a lot of pain in 
life already. I want to be an instrument of comfort 
and hope.”

Councilman Matias’ faith serves as his strongest 
motivation for providing wheelchairs: “I was 
reminded of the verse in Matthew 25:40, that 
whatever we do to the least of our brethren, 
we do it for the Lord. By delivering wheelchairs 
to recipients, it ignited a burning passion to be 
a blessing to the less fortunate. Indeed, I am 
blessed to be a blessing!”

His enthusiasm for the work brings me back to 
2001, when I lifted someone into a wheelchair 
for the very first time. As we celebrate our 20th 
anniversary this year, I look back in awe and 
gratitude at all you have helped us accomplish. 
Free Wheelchair Mission has distributed more 
than 1.2 million wheelchairs thanks to the  
prayers, generosity, and support of friends  
like you. Together, we can continue this mission  
to provide the gift of mobility to those in need.

Philippines
“BLESSED TO BE  
A BLESSING”

Volunteering to distribute 
wheelchairs “has changed 
my perspective,” said 
Councilman Jo Matias  
(next to recipient).

Blessings, 

Don Schoendorfer, Ph.D.

Founder and President 
Free Wheelchair Mission

1 https://www.ph.undp.org/content/philippines/en/home/countryinfo.html 

2 https://hdl.handle.net/11540/191, page 122. 

3 https://psa.gov.ph/content/persons-disability-philippines-results-2010-census
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Go online 24 hours a day for easy 
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20 YEARS GIVING THE 
GIFT OF MOBILITY
On April 20, 2021, we celebrate our  
20th anniversary!

With the prayers and support of friends 
like you, we have distributed more than 
1.2 million wheelchairs in 94 developing 
countries since 2001, transforming  
millions of lives on every continent  
except Australia and Antarctica.

Stay tuned for ways to celebrate this 
platinum anniversary with us throughout 
the year. In the meantime, would you  
invite others to join us too? Tell a friend 
about Free Wheelchair Mission and  
share why you choose to partner with us. 
We also encourage you to celebrate by 
giving more people the life-transforming 
gift of mobility today.

Learn more:  
FreeWheelchairMission.org/20th




