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Rahab (photo on the right) embodies maternal love— 
the burning, tenacious, fierce, tender, nurturing love that 
drives mothers to do what it takes to protect and care for 
their young.

She adopted her first child, a son who is now 14, and had 
two more children after that. Her youngest, Bumba (8, 
pictured right) lives with cerebral palsy and cannot take 
more than a few steps. He was advised to use a walker while 
inside the house, but whenever he needs to go somewhere, 
like to his physical therapy sessions, Rahab carries him on 
her back. She would do anything for her kids, but as he 
grows heavier, her back pain has become more severe and 
she doesn’t know how much longer she can do this. Further 
injuries would only pose even more hardships for the family.

Rahab and Bumba live in Kenya, a country straddling the 
equator on the eastern coast of Africa. Home to 47.5 million 
people, the land sweeps from majestic Mount Kenya to the 
sandy shores of the Indian Ocean, from the wetlands of 
Lake Victoria to the dunes of the Chalbi Desert. 

While this environment might be breathtaking, it can also be 
challenging for those living with disabilities.

Watch the story of Kelvin, a 
boy in Kenya whose life was 
changed by the gift of  
a wheelchair:

MobilityVideos.org



MOBILITY DISABILITY IN KENYA
According to a 2019 census, nearly a million 
Kenyans over the age of five live with some form 
of disability, the most common of which are 
mobility-related and affect more than 380,000 
individuals.1  More than 80% of them live in 
rural areas, where assistive devices, including 
wheelchairs, crutches, and prosthetics, are not 
available to 75% of those who need them.

Without mobility, they are often left to crawl 
on the ground, where venomous insects and 
snakes pose a present, dire threat. Or, like Bumba, 
they might need to be carried by a loved one, 
and when heavy rains render the red clay soil 
into mud, it becomes too slippery for anyone 
to carry someone safely. Nearly one in five 
Kenyans living with disabilities report that the 
environment is a major problem affecting them 
daily, particularly for those living in rural areas.2  
Those in urban areas face different challenges 
such as unpaved roads, inaccessible buildings, 
dense crowds packing available walkways, 
or public transportation that does not always 
accommodate people with disabilities. 

Our wheelchairs are specifically designed 
for these types of environments. “The Free 
Wheelchair Mission wheelchair has good tires, 
especially when it rains,” said Miss Wheelchair 
Kenya 2019 Ester Njuguna. She uses one of 
our GEN_3 wheelchairs, which has mountain 
bike tires and folds for ease of storage or 
transport through narrow doorways or on public 
transportation. Ester continued, “I can maneuver 
it in the mud. It is easy to clean, especially the 
seat. When it rains, I don’t have to worry about 
rust or the seat absorbing water. I just wipe it 
clean.” 

DISTRIBUTING THE GIFT OF MOBILITY
Ester received her wheelchair in 2017 from 
Bethany Kids, a nonprofit that serves children 
through pediatric surgery, rehabilitation, 
education, and ministry. They received their first 
container of wheelchairs in 2004 and became 
an official distribution partner in 2017. “These 
wheelchairs have made a huge impact in our 
services,” said Luke McAuley, an occupational 
therapist with Bethany Kids who was born and 
raised in Kenya. “We would not be able to have 
the program we have without them.” 

We also provide wheelchairs to Tenwek Hospital, 
another one of our local partners, located in 
Western Kenya. After receiving a container of 
our wheelchairs in May, Tenwek has continued 
to distribute them while following guidelines 
on COVID-19 preventive measures. One recent 
recipient is 15-year-old Heriod, who sustained a 
spinal cord injury that nearly killed him when he 
was seven. He survived, placed his trust in God, 
and accepts his condition, gratefully taking full 
advantage of all the services being provided to 
him. “(On behalf of the family) we thank you for 
your support and prayers” said Solomon Rop, 
the physical therapist in charge of Tenwek’s 
wheelchair program. “This has enabled us to 
reach out to the hopeless in our community.”

“The wheelchairs we have issued continue 
to impact positively in the lives of both the 
recipients and their caregivers,” echoed David 
Muhoro of The Walkabout Foundation, the third 

GRATEFUL FOR EACH DAY

Heriod (15) nearly lost his life after falling  
from a tree and injuring his spine at the age  
of seven.

1 https://www.knbs.or.ke/?wpdmpro=2019-kenya-population-and-housing-census-volume-iv-
distribution-of-population-by-socio-economic-characteristics 

2 https://www.afri-can.org/CBR%20Information/KNSPWD%20Prelim%20Report%20-%20

Revised.pdf



Kenya

FREEDOM TO LEARN

With his new wheelchair, Samuel (14) looks forward to 
attending school in his village and making new friends.

Blessings, 

Don Schoendorfer, Ph.D.

Founder and President 
Free Wheelchair Mission

of our distribution partners in Kenya. After a 
brief hiatus in the wake of the pandemic, their 
wheelchair distributions have returned with them 
carefully fitting one person at a time.

Walkabout recently fitted a new GEN_3 
wheelchair to 14-year-old Samuel (photo upper 
right), who was diagnosed with muscular 
dystrophy four years ago. Unable to walk without 
support, Samuel was too big for his family to 
carry to school each day, so they sought a 
boarding school that would accept him. The only 
availability they found was at a school for children 
with learning disabilities. After spending one year 
at this school, Samuel’s health was regressing, so 
his parents withdrew him and took him home. But 
now, thanks to his new wheelchair, Samuel can 
enroll in a neighborhood school as soon as public 
health conditions allow. “The number of children 
with disabilities joining schools after receiving a 
wheelchair has increased significantly,” continued 
Muhoro, “as has the number of adults engaging 
in productive ventures and participating in 
community activities.”

Tenwek’s Solomon Rop adds, “The quality of 
life for persons living with disability has been 
improved. They have more access to the 
community and participate in life issues, their 
burden to their families is reduced since they are 
more independent, and some family members 

have been relieved from carrying them.”

THE NEEDS REMAIN GREAT
Since 2007, Free Wheelchair Mission has 
provided 12,513 wheelchairs in Kenya and more 
than 1.2 million worldwide. However, the needs 
remain immense. In Kenya alone, there are an 
estimated 280,000 individuals who are waiting 
for a wheelchair, including Bumba and his 
mother, Rahab. With a wheelchair, Bumba would 
be able to go to school and get an education, 
which would increase his chances of finding 
employment as an adult.

By God’s grace, and with your prayers and 
support, we can continue to provide the life-
transforming gift of mobility to those who need it 
and have little to no access to it on their own.

Would you consider giving this gift today?
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When the COVID-19 pandemic began, we worked quickly to change 
our annual fundraising event from its usual in-person format to a 
virtual one: Miracle of Mobility Live, presented by Advisors Mortgage 
Group, LLC. You may watch the replay at MiracleofMobility.org. The 
innovative event, which streamed live on July 23, has been viewed 
more than 45,000 times from places including Kenya, Peru, Vietnam, 
and Australia. “With the virtual format this year, we were able to 
attract thousands of viewers across the country, and around the 
world, whom we would have otherwise not been able to reach with 
our in-person event,” stated our CEO, Nuka Solomon. 

Thanks to your generous support, Miracle of Mobility Live raised more 
than $1.5 million, surpassing expectations considering the ongoing 
pandemic. These funds will provide more than 19,000 wheelchairs to 
people living with disabilities in developing countries. 

The need, however, is still great, especially during the pandemic. 
Please give at MiracleofMobility.org.

To give or to watch the video replay, visit 
MiracleofMobility.org.

live
THE SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL

Presented by Advisors Mortgage Group, LLC


