
Donor Spotlight: Deborah Anderson

Transforming lives through the gift of mobility

Deborah Anderson first met Don and Laurie Schoendorfer at a community event 
at Mariners Church in the early 2000s. “Little did I know that it would change my 
life forever,” said Deborah. “My heart opened—I learned how to be able to give of 
my time, my talents, and my treasures.” 

Deborah has been involved with Free Wheelchair Mission since the beginning.  
She attended the very first Miracle of Mobility event, held in a barn at a 
strawberry farm in 2003, and has chaired the event for seven years. She will  
again be involved with Miracle of Mobility this year, on July 26th. (For tickets: 
www.freewheechairmission.org/mom)

Deborah has been a member of the board of Free Wheelchair Mission since 
2004. Over the years, she has gone on nine vision trips and has met more than 
1,000 wheelchair recipients. She considers Free Wheelchair Mission her true 
passion—so much so, her enthusiasm for it is contagious.

Thirteen years ago, a group of elderly women in Bluff City, Tennessee gathered 
for a weekly time of dinner and community. One of them had heard about Free 
Wheelchair Mission from Deborah and told the others about it. They decided to 
get involved, forgoing Christmas and birthday gifts to instead donate money to 
buy wheelchairs once a month. Since then, this group of widows and retirees, 
living on Social Security, has given away 156 wheelchairs.

The leader of this group was Deborah’s late mother. Together, these two 
incredible women have made a lasting impact for countless families around the 
world—and continue to do so with their inspiring example.

God Transformed Lives Because You Gave

freewheelchairmission.org/provide

Go online 24 hours a day for easy 
one-time or monthly giving.

Please send checks to:

Attn: Dept 921
Free Wheelchair Mission

PO Box 52001
Phoenix, AZ 85072-9615

949.273.8470

Call Monday to Friday
8:00 am to 5:00 pm PST

We Want to Hear From You!  Connect with us online and hear more stories from the field.

@FreeWheelchairMission FreeWheelchairMission.org/blog@FWMission

On January 12, 2010, a six-year-old boy named Grégoire was at 
home in Delmas, a district in the urban sprawl of Port-au-Prince, the 
capital city of the island nation of Haiti. Grégoire was the youngest 
of four boys, and like any other child his age, he could be gentle and 
sweet, or he could be “a little rascal,” in his mother’s words.

It was a Tuesday like any other—at least it was, until 4:53 pm. 

First came the sound, like that of a tornado, followed by a subterra-
nean blast that reverberated through every bone in Grégoire’s body.

Then it hit: a magnitude 7.0 earthquake—the most powerful temblor 
to strike Haiti since the 18th century—that sent little Grégoire bolting 
for the door in terror. That’s when a beam fell and crushed his leg. 

Outside, structures were collapsing into dust. The shaking was so 
violent, one survivor described it as “the world being crumpled up.”

When the mainshock ended, 30 seconds later, the world Grégoire 
had known was gone. Much of the city had been leveled. Hundreds 
of thousands of people had lost their homes. The disaster and its 
aftershocks killed an estimated 220,000 people, including Grégoire’s 
father, who died of a heart attack days after the mainshock. 
Approximately 300,000 people were injured, with 200,000 left  
with lifelong disabilities. 

One of them was Grégoire.
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Deborah Anderson 
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from the start. For another story 
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http://bit.ly/Misole

Grégoire, 14



Blessings, 

Don Schoendorfer

Founder and President 
Free Wheelchair Mission

It was the first wheelchair he’d ever had in his life, 
eight years after he lost mobility. 

“Now, my arms won’t hurt so much from using 
crutches,” said a beaming Grégoire as he took 
his new set of wheels for a spin. He hopes to 
continue his education and pursue a career in 
information technology.

FFTP Haiti told Nuka that of the nearly one 
billion products that the organization receives 
and distributes to the poor, wheelchairs are 
the principal product that transforms lives. 
The weight of this statement is not lost on us, 
considering the scale and type of work that FFTP 
has been doing in Haiti for over 30 years.

While at the office of Secretary Oriol, Nuka 
encountered a 61-year-old man named Dieuseul, 
who has lived with a disability since birth. A 
joyful man who loves to read, Dieuseul and his 
wife of 35 years have four adult children and six 
grandchildren. 

As Dieuseul was fitted with a new GEN_3 
wheelchair, he mentioned that his grandson, 
Dudley, lost both legs due to injuries suffered in 
the 2010 earthquake.

Dudley is 14 years old—just like Grégoire. They 
were both six years old when disaster struck and 
robbed them of mobility.

The FFTP team promised to get Dudley his own 
wheelchair that same week. Dieuseul expressed 
deep gratitude to all involved and praised God for 
this provision.

The name “Dieuseul” means “God alone.” It’s by 
God alone that, thanks to friends like you and 
partners like Food For The Poor, more than one 
million people in 93 countries have received 
the gift of a wheelchair since 2001. It’s by God 
alone that we get to do what we do, and we are 
grateful to get to do it with you.

Meeting Needs in Haiti
After the disaster, medical attention was 
critically limited as many local hospitals had 
been damaged or rendered unusable. Efforts by 
Haitians and international aid organizations to 
provide assistance to survivors were hampered 
by the failure of the electric power system, 
severed communication lines, and blocked roads. 
The infrastructure of Port-au-Prince was already 
inadequate before the earthquake, and the city 
was still reeling after two tropical storms and two 
hurricanes battered the island 16 months earlier.

Haiti is the poorest country in the western 
hemisphere. An estimated 60% of Haitians live 
below the poverty line, with one out of five 
children suffering from malnutrition. For many, 
the focus of each day is mere survival: to find 
food, clean water, and a safe place to live.

Food For The Poor (FFTP), one of the 
largest international relief and development 
organizations in the United States, has been 
serving the people of Haiti since 1986 and was 
uniquely situated to offer aid in the earthquake’s 

aftermath. Motivated by faith, FTTP works to 
meet both spiritual and physical needs among 
the poor, providing food, housing, disaster relief, 
and medical care to families throughout Latin 
America and the Caribbean.

FTTP began partnering with Free Wheelchair 
Mission in 2013, delivering more than 16,000 
wheelchairs to people with disabilities in El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Honduras, 
Colombia, Guyana, Jamaica, and Haiti. 

In February, Free Wheelchair Mission 
Executive Director Nuka Solomon visited FTTP 
headquarters in Florida and traveled with them 
to Haiti to see this partnership in action. It 
was Nuka’s first time abroad for a wheelchair 
distribution —an experience that held special 
significance, thanks to her own roots in Haiti. 
Some of her relatives had come from Haiti to stay 
with her family in California for a month following 
the 2010 disaster.

This was also Nuka’s first time in Haiti post-
disaster. “The country is still suffering a lot due 
to that earthquake,” she noted. The number of 
Haitians with disabilities doubled in the aftermath 
of the disaster, and the need for wheelchairs 
remains high, eight years later.

Nuka had the opportunity to meet with Gerald 
Oriol Jr., Haiti’s Secretary of State for the 
Integration of Persons with Disabilities. A Harvard 
graduate, Secretary Oriol was born with muscular 
dystrophy and has been using a wheelchair since 
the age of six. “The vast majority of people with 
disabilities in Haiti live in abject poverty, and 
the situation, obviously, is very tough,” he said. 
“Access to education remains a huge challenge.”

One young man, whose right leg was amputated 
due to injuries sustained in the earthquake, was 
so determined to pursue an education, he would 
use crutches to walk to school and back each 
day. It would take him 30 minutes one way, and 
he would often stop to rest under a tree.

Nuka met with this young man to fit him with a 
wheelchair. It was Grégoire, now 14 years old. 

A distribution team took measurements and 
assembled a GEN_2 wheelchair to Grégoire’s 
size. After making adjustments for a proper fit, 
Nuka and the team helped Grégoire into his seat. 

INSIGHTS INTO HAITI

FWM Executive Director Nuka Solomon 
meets with Haiti’s Secretary of State 
Gerald Oriol Jr.

DIFFERENT CAUSES OF DISABILITY

Grégoire (left) receives his first wheelchair after losing a leg during the 2010 Haiti earthquake. 
Dieuseul (right) has lived with a disability since birth.


