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FWM Story

and away we go  

Years ago, Don and Laurie Schoendorfer were vacationing in Morocco when they 
witnessed the plight of a disabled woman struggling to drag herself across a dirt 
road. Ignored by the crowds and barely evading traffic, the woman’s hardship was a 
scene the couple would be unable to forget upon their return to life in Southern CA.

Don was a Columbia University graduate with a Ph.D. in 
engineering from MIT, working in the biomedical field, and 
responsible for a string of over 50 U.S. patents. Because of his 
passion for serving the poor, he eventually walked away from a 
successful career in research and development and developed 
the inexpensive and durable wheelchair that would become 

prototype chairs packed along on a mission trip to India in 

447,000 wheelchairs to 76 countries to date, with a goal of eventually 
reaching 20 million of the world’s disabled population. And, in March of 2008, 
Don was awarded the “Above and Beyond Award” by the Congressional 
Medal of Honor Society for his work among the disabled poor, one of the first civilians 
ever to receive this accolade.

dedicated to providing wheelchairs for the impoverished disabled in developing nations. 

wheelchairs to hundreds of thousands of disabled people, providing not 
only the gift of mobility, but those of dignity, independence, and hope.

Our mission is to transform lives through the gift of mobility to the physically disabled 
poor in developing countries as motivated by Jesus Christ. Our vision is to provide 
20 million wheelchairs.

Values
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Our world is changing. Technology has connected continents like 

to our neighbors worldwide.

them to its beauties, its cultures, and even its challenges. Our kids can become 
the world’s problem solvers, providing they’ve developed a compassionate 
heart and a global mindset. It is our hope with AND AWAY WE GO to 
awaken a common concern in children for people beyond the boundaries of 
their own neighborhoods.

wheelchair and a life of independence. Public and private health care, 

provide a safety net that grants coverage for many Americans.

However, in developing nations where poverty and economic isolation are the 
norm, the physically disabled must crawl on the ground or wait to be carried 
by loved ones to reach their most basic of needs. They are subjected to 
danger, disease and hopelessness. Their families strain to care for their loved 
one within an already overburdened existence. For most of these people, a 
wheelchair is a dream far beyond their wildest imagination.

 
There are 100 million people in these developing countries that cannot 

AND AWAY WE GO has 
chosen to focus on the story of one.  

and the disabled and we are called to follow His example. Jesus’ ministry was 

expresses our love for God.

Our hope is that as children are exposed to and transformed by the love of 
God they will develop hearts of compassion for the poor. 

It takes transformed people to transform the world!  

Compassionate Kids


